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Transfiguration 

All over this magnificent world, God calls us to extend his 

kingdom of shalom-peace and wholeness — of justice, of 

goodness, of compassion, of caring, of sharing, of 

laughter, of joy, of reconciliation. God is transfiguring the 

world right this very moment through us because God 

believes in us and because God loves us.  

 

What can separate us from the love of God? Nothing. 

Absolutely nothing. And as we share God’s love with our 

brothers and sisters, God’s other children, there is no 

tyrant who can resist us, no opposition that cannot be 

ended, no hunger that cannot be fed, no wound that 

cannot be healed, no hatred that cannot be turned into 

love, no dream that cannot be fulfilled.  

 

—Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream  

“Faith is a knowledge within the heart, beyond the 

reach of proof.”  

—Kahlil Gibran 

 



Dear Members and Friends, 

During this waning season of epiphany, Little Zion 

celebrated the new year by finishing the Mission Site 

Profile, and submitting it to the synod, as well as appointing 

the members of the call committee. Thanks to all of you 

who went to cottage meetings or provided input to the profile. Thanks also to the members 

of the Transition team, for many long hours of faithful service over the last 9 months. 

The Lenten season is rapidly approaching. Beginning with Ash Wednesday, we will 

reflect on how we are following Christ‟s call to discipleship. During lent we „lift high the 

cross‟ and think about God‟s deep love for us and how Jesus has entered into our 

suffering. On Ash Wednesday, we hear the words, “Remember that you are dust, and unto 

dust you shall return.” However, through our Lord Jesus, our lives can be transformed 

here and now. Through God‟s Holy Spirit we have treasures in our jars of clay to use 

every day in joyful service to our Lord. And through Jesus we have the assurance that the 

dust that we are will be raised to life everlasting. 

Whatever Lenten practices you feel called to, make them positive practices. Prayer and 

scripture reading, giving of time to others, giving to charity are all meaningful. The cross 

is central in Lutheran theology, because it is where God comes down and meets us, in the 

difficulties and sorrows. The cross is where God defeats sin, death and the devil. We 

should never forget, as Dietrich Bonhoeffer reminds us in his book, The Cost of 

Discipleship, “although grace is God‟s free gift, it is costly.” It cost God the life of His 

own son. 

May our Lenten journey be one that radically reorients us to trusting the gospel and 

Christ. May we be able to hear the good news, even on Ash Wednesday. May we always 

remember that Jesus has promised, “I have come that you might have life and have it 

abundantly.” 

Please remember the call committee in your daily prayers. That is one of the most helpful 

things that members can do during this time. May our Lenten journey be one of reflection 

and positive action, and prayer at the foot of the cross. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Stacie Dougherty 
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Pastor Stacie Dougherty’s Hours: 

Mondays: 11:30-1:00 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays: 9:30-12:00 

Thursdays: by appointment 

Please call the church office to make sure Pastor Stacie is in, as 

visits and other obligations may fall within this time frame. 

Christian education is at the very heart of the church. 

In the educational process the Spirit of God 

encounters people of all ages so that they are 

nurtured in faith, grow in knowledge and experience, 

and are inspired and empowered to live as disciples 

of Jesus Christ. This call to discipleship compels us 

to share our faith and serve others in the home, the 

community, and in God‟s world. 

 

Getting Down to Basics: Augsburg Confession & Small Catechism 

The Book of Concord, which contains the basic creeds and confessions of the 

Lutheran Church, has been used in many ways since it was first published in 1580. 

This course looks in detail at its two main documents: the Augsburg Confession and 

the Small Catechism, with some help from the other Lutheran confessions contained 

there. What we discover are people caught in the act of confessing their Christian 

faith, especially the author of the Small Catechism, Martin Luther (1483-1546), and 

the chief drafter of the Augsburg Confession, Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560), 

Luther‟s colleague at the University of Wittenberg. 

Thus, the Book of Concord does not simply get its authority from later Lutheran 

churches or pastors but from the event of confessing precisely when that confessing 

moves us to confess our own faith in the God revealed in Scripture. 

- Joe Leiss 
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Lutheran World Relief Quilts  

Thank you to all who gave money, material 

and time to make and send 60 disaster relief 

quilts this past year for those in need all over 

God‟s world. The Lutheran World Relief 

Warehouse in New Windsor, Maryland, 

received them last month. Over the last 25 

years, Little Zion‟s servants have made and sent 1,250 quilts to Lutheran World 

Relief, who serve victims of disasters all over the world including our own 

country. 

Many hands make light work! Here is a list of those who helped make our LWR 

gift possible this year: Karen Barndt, Teeny Forjan, Paulette Gerhart, Shirley 

Landis, Nancy Leister, Francine Moyer, Shirley Musselman, Deb Nyce, Sarah 

Schuler, Hank Tjarks, Sue Unzicker, Kay Zander, And thanks to those who 

helped hang our beautiful quilts for everyone to see (and take them down)! 

Please continue to help make quilt tops. You‟ll find the kits in a box inside the 

entrance doors to the church. If you have a sewing machine, take a kit and try 

making a top. It‟s all straight seams and it will make you smile to see your quilt 

top hang as a quilt this fall of 2012. If you take a kit, please let me know so I can 

keep track of how many quilt tops we have; when we‟ve got 24 or 30 finished 

ones, we will begin knotting! 

-Ginny Gerhart 
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Call Committee Announced 
 

The Congregational Council has selected the following members to serve on 

the Call Committee: 
 

Beth Leiss, Chair 

Stacey Morris, Co-chair 

Mike Famularo, Council 

Ginny Gerhart, Seniors 

Adam Saybolt, Youth 
 

These folks will be reviewing pastoral candidates 

as presented by the Synod over the next several 

months. This is a confidential process that will 

not be discussed with the congregation or the 

council until a candidate has been selected by 

the committee, presented to and accepted by 

council, followed by an announcement to the congregation that a candidate 

has been selected for presentation to the congregation. 

  

In the meantime, patience and silence will be need to be the rule. The best 

thing each of us can do is to pray for guidance and support for the Call 

Committee. 

Bible Quiz 

During Jesus‟ time in the wilderness after his baptism, Satan tempted him to do three things. Which of the 

following was not one of the temptations?  

 

A. To change water into wine so wedding guests would know he was God‟s Son  

B. To throw himself down from the top of the temple, expecting angels to save him  

C. To turn stones into bread to satisfy his hunger  

D. To worship Satan in order to gain all the world‟s kingdoms  

 
Answer: A (See Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13.)  
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Sunday School Art Supplies Needed 

We can use some items to make crafts for Sunday 

School! Hereõs what we currently need... 

  

Buttons 

Brown paper grocery bags 

Ribbon/trim 

Bring these things to church and put them in the òArt 

Suppliesó box located in the Narthex. Thanks! 

An Evening of 

Dinner and Song with 

Opera Singer Dale Travis and Guests 

Saturday, February 4, 6:00 pm 

  
Tickets are available from Donna Haskins. 

Get one before they‟re sold out! 



Compassionate Care Campaign 

Along with the start of a New Year we are also starting our 3rd year of the 3 

year commitment to the Lutheran Community at Telford's Compassionate 

Care Campaign.  

 

As of December, we have donated $15,164. This includes our regular giving, 

the sale of Dale Travis CD's, Betsy Snook's sale of her homemade chocolate 

covered pretzels and a contribution from the Mildred Mitchell Fund.    

 

All these donations have kept us right on target and still with just $10. a month through this year we will 

meet our $20,000 commitment. 

 

Please look for your Compassionate Care Campaign envelope included in  "The Messenger" and continue 

your giving - remembering with God all things are possible.  

 

Thank you - Mary Ann Himmelsbach   
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Fastnacht Sale February 20-21 

We are looking for volunteers to help with mixing, cutting and 

frying on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday. See Betsy Snook or 

Patty Barndt-Slater for details. 

We will be meeting on the following days and times: Sunday 2- 

8pm, Monday 9am-8pm, Tuesday 9am-2pm. People may call 

in orders to the church office @ 215-723-7404. Order forms 

and envelopes will be in a basket in the narthex. 

February 5 is Scout Sunday. Little Zion Sponsors Cub Scout 

Pack 10 and Boy Scout Troop 16. “A Scout is Reverent.” All Scouts show this 

by being faithful in their duty to God. Some go further and give special service. 

On Scout Sunday, the Scouts from both units will be attending the 10:15 

Service. Several Scouts will be receiving their Emblems of Faith in recognition 

of their special service. Immediately after the service the Scouts would like to 

invite you to come meet with them in Fellowship Hall and see what they have 

been doing. Refreshments will be provided.  
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February 2012  

2/2: Patty Barndt-Slater 

 Becky Guthre 

2/5: Nevin Barndt 

2/6: Florence Gerhart 

2/8: Nick Guthre 

2/10: Betsy Snook 

 Joanne Gilbert 

2/12: Liz Sodomin 

2/16: Zach Travis 

2/23: Violet Bleam 

2/27: Eric Krebs, Jr. 

 Kate Scott 

2/29: Rick Hunsberger 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

Every Sunday 

Sunday School 9 am 

Worship 7:45 and 

10:15 am 

  1 

Girl Scout Troop 797  

6-7:30 pm  

** 

2 

Brownie Troop 7058\ 

6 pm  

Junior Choir 6:30 

Senior Choir 7:30  

3 

AA & AL Anon 8 pm 

4 

“That‟s Amore” 

Benefit  6:00 pm  

5 

Scout Sunday 

11:30-2 pm 

Scouts Fellowship 

Hall 

6 7 8 

** 

9 

Junior Choir 6:30 

Senior Choir 7:30  

10 

AA & AL Anon 8 pm 

11 

12 

Shepherds 12 noon 

Sr. Choir Festival 

7:00pm St. John‟s 

UCC—Lansdale  

13 14 

Council 7 pm  

15   ** 

LLLM 12 pm  

Girl Scout Troop 797  

6-7:30 pm  

Messenger news due  

16 

Brownie Troop 7058 

6 pm  

Junior Choir 6:30 

Senior Choir 7:30  

17 

AA & AL Anon 8 pm 

18 

Fastnacht preparation 

19 

Praise Service 

Fastnacht preparation  

Nomads 12 noon 

20  

Presidents Day 

Fastnacht prep & Sale 

21 

Fastnacht prep & Sale 

22   ** 

Ash Wed. Services 

12:00 pm & 7:30 pm 

23 

Messenger mailed  

No Choir 

24 

AA & AL Anon 8 pm 

Sr. High Youth  

Retreat 

25 

Sr. High Youth  

Retreat 

26 

Real Deal 12 noon  

27 

Scout Pack 10 

Fellowship Hall - 6-9 

Land & Seasons 

Rehearsal  

28 29  Soup  Supper 6:15 

Lent Service  7:30 

Girl Scout Troop 797 

6-7:30 pm    ** 

Senior Choir 8:15  

 **”Deadheads” meet 

Each Wed. at 9 am  

*LLLM-Life Long 

Learning Ministry for 

Women of LZ  
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2/14: 

Clyde & Ella 

Beck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 2012  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

Every Sunday 

Sunday School 9 am 

Worship 7:45 and 

10:15 am 

  1 

Girl Scout Troop 797  

6-7:30 pm  

** 

2 

Brownie Troop 7058\ 

6 pm  

Junior Choir 6:30 

Senior Choir 7:30  

3 

AA & AL Anon 8 pm 

4 

“That‟s Amore” 

Benefit  6:00 pm  

5 

Scout Sunday 

11:30-2 pm 

Scouts Fellowship 

Hall 

6 7 8 

** 

9 

Junior Choir 6:30 

Senior Choir 7:30  

10 

AA & AL Anon 8 pm 

11 

12 

Shepherds 12 noon 

Sr. Choir Festival 

7:00pm St. John‟s 

UCC—Lansdale  

13 14 

Council 7 pm  
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6-7:30 pm  

Messenger news due  

16 

Brownie Troop 7058 

6 pm  

Junior Choir 6:30 

Senior Choir 7:30  

17 

AA & AL Anon 8 pm 

18 

Fastnacht preparation 

19 

Praise Service 

Fastnacht preparation  

Nomads 12 noon 

20  

Presidents Day 

Fastnacht prep & Sale 

21 

Fastnacht prep & Sale 

22   ** 

Ash Wed. Services 

12:00 pm & 7:30 pm 

23 

Messenger mailed  

No Choir 

24 

AA & AL Anon 8 pm 

Sr. High Youth  

Retreat 

25 

Sr. High Youth  

Retreat 

26 

Real Deal 12 noon  

27 

Scout Pack 10 

Fellowship Hall - 6-9 

Land & Seasons 

Rehearsal  

28 29  Soup  Supper 6:15 

Lent Service  7:30 

Girl Scout Troop 797 

6-7:30 pm    ** 

Senior Choir 8:15  

 **”Deadheads” meet 

Each Wed. at 9 am  

*LLLM-Life Long 

Learning Ministry for 

Women of LZ  
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***  Denotes Communion Service 

February Worship Volunteers  

    Worship Cantor Communion       

Date Time Assistant   Assõt & Bread Lector Acolyte Greeters 

5th 7:45 Will Annette   Fran Brad Myrtle & Harold 

    Stenger Dittman   Kriebel Parsons Adam 

  10:15 Marge Marge     Gracelyn Donna 

  *** Bowman Bowman Gayle Keyes    Dittman Haskins 

12th 7:45 Annette Annette   Annette Erin Chris & Kirsten 

  *** Dittman Dittman Deb Nyce  Dittman Saybolt Saybolt 

  10:15 Ella Ella     Rebecca Mel & Joan 

    Beck Beck     Scott Stevens 

19th 7:45 Paulette Paulette   Paulette Adam Peg Parsons 

    Gerhart Gerhart   Gerhart Saybolt Violet Bleam 

  10:15 Marge Liz     Kate Pat 

  *** Bowman Kerr David Snook    Scott Kulp 

22nd 12 noon Marge Marge     Will June 

ASH *** Bowman Bowman Peter Quigley    Kriebel Musselman 

WED. 7:30 Ella Ella     Lauren Fran 

  *** Beck Beck Gayle Keyes    Scott Judge 

26th 7:45 Will Paulette     Rachel Greg & Sandy 

  *** Stenger Gerhart Bill Brandis    Judge Schultz 

 10:15 Paulette Marge   Rodger Lauren Pat 

   Gerhart Bowman   Lyle Guthre Kulp 
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If you arenôt able to fulfill your scheduled assignment you are responsible for finding a 

replacement and notifying the church office at 215-723-7404. Thanks for your cooperation.   

  Audio   Nursery Flower Altar 

Ushers Technician Coffee Hour 10:15 Only Delivery Guild 

Will & Fran   NEED     Marge Bowman 

Kriebel   VOLUNTEER     Jean Weaver  

Barry Bowman Brendan   Stacy, Elizabeth & Ella   

Pat Kulp McCarty   Rachel Morris Beck   

Deb Nyce Brad NEED     Marge Bowman 

NEED VOLUNTEER Parson VOLUNTEER     Jean Weaver  

Tom & Donna Elizabeth   Tara Sue   

Barndt Morris   Unzicker Unzicker   

Jim Musselman   NEED     Marge Bowman 

Dan Price   VOLUNTEER     Jean Weaver  

Steve & Steve Zach   Pat Kulp Arlene   

Barbdt Travis     Smith   

Will & Fran         Marge Bowman 

Kriebel         Jean Weaver  

Barry Bowman         Marge Bowman 

Pat Kulp         Jean Weaver  

Harold & Myrtle   NEED     Marge Bowman 

Adam   VOLUNTEER     Jean Weaver  

John & Donna     Anna Anna   

Haskins     Barndt Barndt   
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Dear church members and staff, 

Thank you for the beautiful poinsettia that you sent to 

brighten my Christmas. Your thoughtfulness and kindness 

is greatly appreciated. Thank you for thinking of me. 

Fondly, Elizabeth Bergey 

Dear Friends at Little Zion, 

Thank you for your contribution of 37 lbs. of food to the Keystone Food Pantry in 

December. As we close out the year and head into the cold winter months, our 

pantry shelves are filling thanks to many generous contributions. Because of local 

donors like you, we have been able to continue to serve more than 220 families 

each month at the pantry this fall. 

We know families are facing unexpected challenges for which Keystone can 

provide services and guidance. Thanks to you and many other generous donors, 

Keystone will be able to impact the lives of many during these difficult times 

providing help with housing, education, and food while offering hope with 

support, encouragement and counseling. 

With Appreciation, 

Brenda Oeschlager and Cindy Dembrosky, Keystone Opportunity Center 

Thank You to the members of Little Zion Lutheran Church: 

Mission Support: $16,930.50 

Designated Churchwide Ministries: $4,519.00 

For Mission Support beyond the congregation for synodical and Churchwide 

ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

-Claire S. Burkat, Synod Bishop 

-Mark S. Hanson, Presiding Bishop ELCA 
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Dear Little Zion: 

Your November gift of $355.00 made it possible for us to create special 

Christmas memories for our boys and girls as they experienced the joy and magic 

of this blessed season. For your generosity, for bringing big smiles to small faces, 

for creating memories that will last a lifetime, we thank you. 

-Joan Piasecki, Gift Coordinator, Silver Springs Martin Luther School 

 

Dear Ms. Pat Kulp and Members of Little Zion: 

I just wanted to thank you on behalf of staff on Pediatrics for donating the fuzzy 

warm teddy bears to our unit. They are adorable and we have already given out 

many of them to our patients. It brings a smile to their faces. 

We truly appreciate your biannual donations of these new stuffed animals for our 

sick children. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Peca RN, BSN 

Clinical Coordinator 

Maternal Child Nursing 

Grand View Hospital 

 

Thanks to our hearty crew who helped to “Undeck the Halls”.  We had fun and 

were able to get things done in record time. It was sad to see the beautiful 

decorations come down, especially the Chrismon tree, but before you know it, it 

will be time to put them up again.  

-Betsy 
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Try the Chairñ 

Buy the Chair 

A number of members have suggested 

the purchase of new chairs for the 

Fellowship Hall. The cost for 150 chairs 

(made in USA), 2 carts and freight will 

be $8,000. 

The Quilters and the Kay Cornelius 

Memorial Fund have put up $3,000 of 

seed money for new chairs. Our 

members can help raise the remaining 

$5,000 by contributing $33 each to 

purchase a chair(s).  

Please use a òChair 

Fundó envelope to 

sponsor as many 

chairs as you would 

like. 

Talk to Bill Brandis or Lee Smeltz if 

you have questions. 

2011 Church 

Finances 

 

Year-to-date revenue: 

$203,539.47 

 

Expenses: 

$229,145.75 

 

Shortage: 

$25,606.28 

A guide for giving 

“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more 

than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc. is up to the 

standard common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little.  

 

"If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be things 

we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditures exclude them.”  

—C.S. Lewis  



WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERSé 

 

Members:  Carl Barndt, Clayton and Dorothy 

Barndt,  Edith Barndt, Larry Barndt, Steve Barndt, 

Brian Conver, Elsie Detweiler, Dale Erney, Nick 

Famularo, Ruth Galinski, Margaret Gerhart, Betty 

Judd, Jeanette Kemmerer, Gladys Koder, Herb 

Kuhn, Mamie Lewis, Grace Musselman, Mary Nace, Sara Schuler, Joyce 

Smeltz, Arlene Smith, Marian Snyder, Dolly Sodomin, Sonja Steuber, 

Marion Taylor, Leona Worthington, Paul Yoder, Ruth Yoder, Kay Zander.  

  

Friends:  Carter Bucciero, Daniel Crozier, Betty Duddy, Steven Iannetta, 

Peg Jones, Richard Morris, Fay Nase, Colin O‟Connell, Nathan Parry, 

Chris Rennie, Beth Rosenberger, Duane Troxel, Lora Wentzel, Caden 

Yorgey, Our nation‟s leaders, especially the President of the United States, 

and those serving in the Armed Services, especially those in harm‟s way. 
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FRIENDS PRAYER LIST: 

Names added to the Friends Prayer List will remain on the list for 30 days. 
Should you want someoneõs name to remain on the Friends Prayer List 
after that length of time, please contact Arlene at the church office by 
phone (215-723-7404) or e-mail (administrator@littlezion.org).  



We gather together at 7:45 and 10:15 am every Sunday. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9:00 am 

Nursery available at 10:15 am 

òChildrenõs Message and Activity Timeó during 10:15 am service 

Friends and Neighbors - Welcome to Little Zion! 

Find us online at www.littlezion.org 

Our office is staffed from 8:30-1:00 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 

and 8:30-12:00 on Thursday. 

Phone: 215-723-7404 

Pastor Stacie Dougherty, Interim Minister (email: pastor.dougherty@minister.com) 

Arlene Wambold, Church Secretary (email: administrator@littlezion.org) 

Kathy Brandis, Financial Secretary 

Annette Dittman, Youth Ministry Coordinator (email: castingannette@gmail.com) 

Patti Ditzel, Organist 

Gert Hager, Treasurer (email: financial@littlezion.org) 

Liz Kerr, Social Media Coordinator (e-mail: lizzybess@verizon.net) 

Lisa Travis, Choir Director (e-mail: choirdirector@littlezion.org) 

 

Send your news, articles and updates to The Messenger Editor via e-mail at lizzybess@verizon.net 

or call Liz Kerr at 215-622-6868 

Little Zion is located at the corner of Morwood & Bergey Roads in Franconia Township. 

 

GPS Navigation: Using the 264 Morwood Rd address to find Little Zion doesn‟t always work. 

We recommend this address destination instead: 

799 Bergey Rd, Telford PA 
This address destination will bring you to the corner of Morwood & Bergey Roads 


